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College celebrates student and staff
triumphs

More than 40 awards were presented lastnight

27 Feb 2014 / Mel Adams

ITwas anightofcelebration as students and teachers revelled in the glory of their hard
work over the past 12 months.

Smiling from ear to ear each award winner from Eastleigh College was cheered as they
picked up their awards in recognition of their exceptional achieverments and career
success.

The college’s annual awards ceremonyis the highlight of the academic calendar, giving
both students and staff the chance to take awell earned break and celebrate their
triumphs.



And offeringwords ofinspiration to those gathered at the main campus in Chestnut
Avenue was former bodyguard to the late Nelson Mandela, Chris Lubbe, who shared his
stories of overcoming struggles to help make a difference in the world.

More than 40 awards were presented lastnight, including the prestigious Exceptional
AchievementAward, which highlights a former studentwhose achievementhas led them to
exceptional industryrecognition and career progression.

This year’s winner was Steven Burge, arefrigeration and air conditioning apprentice, who
has had greatsuccess atlocal trade awards, right through to International WorldSkills
competitions - known as the Olympics of the trade world.

Mr Lubbe said: “Itwas exciting for me to come here and see how the college is doing and
how youngand older people have gota second chance to dowell. Itis just phenomenal.

“Mandela always told me: ‘Education is the mostpowerful weapon thatwe can use to
change the world’ and itwas nice to see here so many people rewarded for their hard work
and effort.

“l am continuing Mandela’s legacy. Thisis whathe would have done and he lives on
through me.”

The evening ended with the audience being treated to an entertaining dance piece
performed by the college’s dance students to Hairspray's You can’tstop the beat.



